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commemoration of the birth of Christ, the
precise date of which many of the Fathers
confess was then unknown ;' while at the
present day Canon Farrar writes that c all
attempts to discover the month and day of
the nativity are useless. No data what-
ever exist to enable us to determine them
with even approximate accuracy.5 From
the foregoing it is apparent that the great
festival of the winter solstice has been
celebrated during past ages, and in widely
separated lands, in honour of the birth of
a God, who is almost invariably alluded to
as a c Saviour,' and whose mother is re-
ferred to as a pure virgin. The striking
resemblances, too, which have been
instanced not only in the birth but in the
life of so many of these Saviour-Gods
are far too numerous to be accounted for
by any mere coincidence."1

In the case of the Lord Buddha we
may see how a myth attaches itself to a

1 Williamson. The Great Law^ pp. 40-42.
Those who wish to study this matter as one of
Comparative Religion cannot do better than read
The Great Law^ whose author is a profoundly
religious man and a Christian.